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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Salazar 
et al (Salazar), U.S. Patent No. 5,802,467. 

Regarding claims 1-14, Salazar discloses a signal-repeating device control 
arrangement for use in a facility having different types of user-controllable devices that 
are co-located with respective user-interface units in various zones of the facility and 
that provide user-selectable information to the user, the respective user-interface units 
providing input selectors for controlling operation of the user-controllable devices (col. 1, 
line 50-col. 2, line 10; figure lb), the signal-repeating device control an-angement 
comprising: a user-interface control device (10) having a user interface for receiving 
inputs from a user and having a transceiver (bi-directional RF and IR communication; 
figure 1 b) for sending data wirelessly in response to the user inputs and for receiving 
data (col. 3, lines 15-40, col. 6, line 52-col. 7, line 13); for use in communicating with the 
zone-located user-controllable devices (figure 1b), a signal-repeating base-station (25) 
including a base-station transceiver(bi-directional RF and IR communication; figure lb) 
adapted to communicate data with the user-interface control device (col. 3, lines 15-40, 
col. 22, line .63-col. 23, line 5) and a data-routing circuit adapted to respond to the user 
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inputs received via the base-station transceiver by sending designated groups of digital 
data sets to manipulate operation of at least one of the different types of user- 
controllable devices (col. 23, lines 6-48). 

Salazar further discloses the handset and base station both having touch 
sensitive display devices (col. 3, lines 9-13). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hsu, U.S. Patent No. 6,374,079, discloses a modular RF 
communication module for automated home and vehicle systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Temica M. Beamer whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (alternate 
Fridays) 7:00am-4 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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